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“You can tell what’s informing a society by what the tallest building is. 
When you approach a medieval town, the cathedral is the tallest thing 

in the place. When you approach an eighteenth-century town, it is 
the political palace that’s the tallest thing in the place. And when you 
approach a modern city, the tallest places are the office buildings, the 

center of economic life.”1

1 Joseph Campbell, ‘The Power of Myth with Bill Moyers’ (© 1988 by Apostrophe S Productions and Alfred van der Marck Editions), p. 95-96 

left: Trinity Church (NYC) was the 
tallest building in the United States 
from its completion in 1846 until 1869. 
Nowadays the gothic revival church is 
dwarfed by the buildings of Wall Street 
and its surrounds.
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Burning Too
Anytime but now

Anywhere but here
Anyone but me

I’ve got to think about my own life

We are consumed by society
We are obsessed with variety
We are all filled with anxiety

That this world will not survive

We gotta put it out
The sky is burning
We gotta put it out

The water’s burning
We gotta put it out

The earth is burning

Outrage
But then they say…

Anytime but now
Anywhere but here

Anyone but me
I’ve got to think about my own life

The world is not our facility
We have a responsibility
To use all of our abilities
To keep this place alive

Right here
Right now

Do it. Now. Do it.

‘Burning Too’ lyrics ©1989 Fugazi 

*City Lights of Asia & Australia
NASA Earth Observatory image by Robert Simmon, 
using Suomi NPP VIIRS data: April 18th 2012 to 
October 23rd 2012. Visualization: 28 Nov 2012.
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“You can tell what’s informing a society by what the tallest building is.”
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